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ROCKY MOUNTAINSPOTTED FEVER
IDENTIFICATION
CLINICAL DESCRIPTION: A tick-borneillnesscausedby Rickettsia rickettsii
characterized by fever, myal gia, headache, and petechial rash (frequently onthepalmsand
soles).

REPORTING CRITERIA: Clinicd diagnosiswithlaboratory confirmation.

LABORATORY CRITERIA FORCONFIRMATION:
e |solationof R. rickettsii fromaclinical specimen(rarely performed), OR
e Demongtrationof positiveimmunofluorescenceintissuebiopsy, OR
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e Fourfoldor greater changeinantibody titer to R. rickettsii antigenbyimmunofluorescent

antibody (IFA), complimentfixation(CF), latex agglutination (L A), microaggl utination

(MA), orindirect hemagglutination (IHA) testinacuteand conval escent specimensideal ly

takenthreeweeksor more apart, OR
e Positivepolymerasechainreaction (PCR) assay to R. rickettsii.

KENTUCKY CASEDEFINITION: A clinically compatibleillnessthat islaboratory
confirmed.

ACTIONSREQUIRED/PREVENTIONMEASURES

KENTUCKY DISEASE SURVEILLANCE REQUIRESPRIORITY NOTIFICATION:

REPORT TOTHELOCAL ORSTATEHEALTHDEPARTMENT inatimeperiod not
greater than 1 businessday of theidentification of acaseor suspected case.

EPIDEMIOLOGY REPORTSREQUESTED:
1. Kentucky ReportableDiseaseForm —EPID 200 (Rev. Jan/03).
2. Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever CaseReport - CDC 55.1 (Rev. 01/2001)

PUBLICHEALTHINTERVENTIONS:

e Obtaintravel history for themonth preceding onset of symptomstodeterminesiteof
probableexposure.

e Patient educationasneededtominimizefuturetick exposure.
CONTACTSFORCONSULTATION

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,SURVEILLANCEAND
HEALTHDATA BRANCH: 502-564-3418.
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B. KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,COMMUNICABLEDISEASE
BRANCH: 502-564-3261.

C. KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,DIVISION OFLABORATORY
SERVICES: 502-564-4446.
IV. RELATEDREFERENCES
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